Data. It is well known universally that unions increase costs and reduce efficiency and that therefore the economic recession cannot be blamed completely on the banking sector, besides which, there is compensation to be had if one belongs to a union. In the US, 26 states have collective bargaining for essentially all state and local workers. If only the newspapers would get their stories right. These same unions have had free speech to voice their opinions about public policy and exclusive rights to speak for covered workers. (See Henry S. Faber, "Union membership in the United States", Working Paper 503, Industrial Relations Section, Princeton University, September 2005, p.5. and also Don Bellante, David Denholm and Ivan Osorio, "Why public sector unionism is a bad deal for taxpayers and Representative Government", Cato).
A national and global financial emergency
To his credit, Professor Roth, expands on Tarp to boost his argument (TARP or RCP, being a programme of the United States government to purchase assets and equity from financial institutions to strengthen its financial sector which was signed into law in October 2008. Financial institutions were required to sell assets to TARP to issue equity warrants or equity or senior debt securities to the Treasury in a bid to address the subprime mortgage crisis). The Tarp programme cost $89 billion, which has recently been calculated to be 42% less than the taxpayers' cost of the Savings and Loan banking crisis (known as the" Daisy Chain" crisis) of the late 1980s. He argues that the law was not a "uniform" law and cites the Chrysler (the world"s 13 th largest car manufacturer in 2008) bankruptcy, announced in April 2009 (though most of its plants were closed until the Fiat transaction was complete but employees were still paid). It might be argued that Chapter 11 bankruptcy as occurred here is a uniform rule of bankruptcy. It is suggested that rule of law by way of constitution must make way in a national emergency, as human rights conventions are derogated during national emergencies. It was reported that the bankruptcy deal was structured thus: 
Immoral in other ways
However, as far as morality goes, Roth is perhaps correct is choosing Chrysler as undeserved of government aid, since the immoral Chrysler, in 1987, had sold 32,750 cars that had been test-driven with disconnected odometers and had been fined $1.5 million for 811 violations, including wilfully exposing workers to lead and arsenic (see Martha A. Miles and Caroline Rand Herron "Chrysler fined for safety violations", New York Times, 12 July 1987).
The Founders of the Constitution and past emergencies
The Interstate Slave Trade could be classed as a situation which led to a federal emergency when the 1833 American Anti-Slavery Society was founded. The Slave Trade"s debate had focused on two key provisions of the Constitution, namely Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3, and Article 1, Section 9, Clause 1. Abolitionists argued that both provisions sanctioned congressional interference in the domestic slave trade, generally, by Section 8 and specifically, by Section 9. By Article 1, Section 9, Clause 1, Congress had unlimited authority over interstate slave trafficking, since slaves were being bought and sold, thus making them, by Article 1, Section 8, articles of commerce. If this were so, then defenders of slavery argued, Congress had no right to ban slavery, for to do so would interfere with property rights.
The US Supreme Court and Gibbons v Ogden (1824)
The Supreme Court never issued one single case decision with orbiter even, of whether Congress should abolish slavery, deemed to be a political and not a legal decision. However in 1824, Article 1, Section 8 became an issue in the case of Gibbons v Ogden, 22 U.S. 1 (1824) in which the Supreme Court held that the power to regulate interstate commerce was granted to Congress by the Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution, ie. Article1, Section 8. The US Supreme Court had to decide whether the law regulated "commerce" that was "among several states" and decided that "commerce" is more than mere traffic; but that commerce is the trade of commodities and includes " navigation". The Supreme Court decided that the word "among" means "intermingled with."
The case of Groves v Slaughter 40 U.S. 15 Pet. 449 (1841) concerned the transaction regarding trafficked slaves to Mississippi and the state of Mississippi had, in 1832, adopted a state constitution prohibiting the bringing in of slaves as merchandise. This was not an anti-slavery measure but a financial measure to stop money leaving the state. The language of the Constitution is, "the introduction of slaves into this state as merchandise or for sale shall be prohibited from and after the 1st day of May 1833," with an exception, as to such as may be introduced by actual settlers, previous to the year 1845. The Supreme Court decided that this meant that the Mississippi Constitution of 1832 sought a change of policy on the subject of trafficked slaves to that state, and fixed the time when the entire prohibition would take effect. It is with blinked perception that Roth makes the case against preferential tax code provisions and the management term "Stick to the knitting' comes to mind, as we all remember that many Irish persons travelled to North America during the potato blight when almost half of the potato crop was destroyed by disease in 1845. Between1845-1850, around 1.5 million people emigrated from Ireland. These emigrants were poor and weakened by hunger and illness. The figures for this period show a dramatic increase in Irish people arriving in the United States: 92,484 in 1846 States: 92,484 in , 196,224 in 1847 States: 92,484 in , 173,744 in 1848 States: 92,484 in , 204,771 in 1849 States: 92,484 in , and 206,041 in 1850 . By the end of 1854 nearly two million people -about a quarter of the population -had emigrated to the United States in ten years. During the period 1820 and 1920 over 4,400,000 people emigrated from Ireland to the United States. Only Germany (5,500,000) and Italy (4,190,000) came anywhere near these figures. In 1840 Ireland had been the most densely populated country in Europe. By the 20th century this situation had been completely reversed. Is Roth asserting that the Founders, and all of America apart from the American Indians, born of immigrants, would have meant the Constitution to discriminate as he asserts, knowing the poverty they all left behind? As he well knows, taxation represents a transfer of resources from citizens to government, without which government could not function. The original objective of taxation was to raise revenue to finance public expenditure, often on wars, later adopted to protect, (by tariffs, eg) domestic industries and in the 20 th century, used as an instrument for the redistribution of income. The Roman period saw the taxation of consumption and trade. During the middle ages taxes gave way to the authority to levy taxes in a more or less arbitrary manner.
Finally, and most importantly, Roth should know that laws are made for the living and change with time as need arises. Roth only need look at the US Constitution itself; and its amendments spanning from the adoption of the Constitution in 1791, and amended in 1798, 1804, 1835, 1868, 1870, 1913, 1919, 1920, 1933, 1951, 1961, 1964, 1967, 1971 and 1992 . Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies. 
Amendment 2
A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
Amendment 3
No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
Amendment 4
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
Amendment 5
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.
Amendment 6
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defence.
Amendment 7
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
Amendment 8
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
Amendment 9
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.
Amendment 10
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.
Amendments 11 -27 Adopted 1798 -1992
Amendment 11 (1798) The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by citizens of another state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state.
Amendment 12 (1804)
The electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as VicePresident, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;--The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;--the person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President. The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of VicePresident of the United States.
Amendment 13 (1865) Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. Amendment 14 (1868) Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of a state, or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such state, being twentyone years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state. Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any state, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any state legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each house, remove such disability. Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.
Amendment 15 (1870) Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Amendment 16 (1913)
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several states, and without regard to any census of enumeration.
Amendment 17 (1913)
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each state, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state legislatures. When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the Senate, the executive authority of such state shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that the legislature of any state may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.
Amendment 18 (1919) Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. Section 2. The Congress and the several states shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several states, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the states by the Congress.
Amendment 19 (1920)
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Amendment 20 (1933) Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified. Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of this article. Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years from the date of its submission.
Amendment 21 (1933) Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. Section 2. The transportation or importation into any state, territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several states, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the states by the Congress.
Amendment 22 (1951) Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such term. Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years from the date of its submission to the states by the Congress.
Amendment 23 (1961) Section 1. The District constituting the seat of government of the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a state, but in no event more than the least populous state; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the states, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a state; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment. Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
